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Cou n cillo r  Jill Re eve s a ppo in ted  n e w Ch a irm a n  of Esse x Cou n ty                     
Cou n cil  

A new Cha irm an and  Vice -Cha irm an of Essex County Council ha ve  been  
appoin ted  a t th is yea r’s Annua l Council Mee ting. 

At today’s m ee ting (16 May 2023) Councillor Jill Reeves was we lcom ed as the  new 
Cha irm an supported  by Councillor Ray Gooding as the  new Vice -Cha irm an. 

Councillor Reeves has  been  a  County Councillor since  1985, repre senting 
Hadle igh  Division  since  2005, and  be fore  tha t Benflee t Division . 

During th is tim e  she  has se rved  on  a  va rie ty of com m ittees including cha iring 
Hea lth  Overview Policy and  Scru tiny Com m ittee  for m any years. She  cha irs the  
Mem ber Deve lopm en t Stee ring Group and  previously cha ired  the  Scru tiny 
Board . Cllr Reeves has a lso been  a  m em be r of the  Deve lopm e nt and  Regula tion  
Com m ittee . 

Cllr Reeves has been  m arried  to  Richard  for 43 yea rs. She  has lived  in  Benflee t 
he r whole  life , where  the  coup le  sha re  the ir hom e with  three  Golden  Re trievers. 

Cllr Jill Reeves sa id : “It is  an  honour to  accept the  position  of Cha irm an and  I am  
proud to  con tinue  se rving the  residents and  com m unitie s of Essex as the  new 
Cha irm an of Essex County Council. 

“We have  hea rd  today of the  con tinuing am bitious program m e se t ou t by th is 
Coun ty Council and  I ve ry m uch look forward  to  working a longside  the  Leader 
and  Cabine t to  ra ise  the  profile  of the  Council and  the  ro le  it p lays in  supporting 
com m unitie s across the  coun ty.” 

Cllr Good ing has bee n  a  councillor since  2005, representing Sta nsted  Division  
since  2009. He  is  the  Cha irm an of the  Scru tiny Board  and  the  Pe ople  and  
Fam ilie s Policy and  Scru tiny Com m ittee . 

Esse x Lib ra ry Se rvice  se cu re s Workin g to  Be com e  Dem e n t ia  
Frie n d ly re cogn it ion   

Essex Libra ry Service  has achieved  Alzhe im er’s Socie ty’s Working to  Becom e 
Dem entia  Friend ly re cognition . 



The  sta tus applies across a ll 74 lib ra rie s in  Essex. It recognises our com m itm en t 
to  im prove  the  experience  of people  living with  dem e ntia , a s we ll a s the ir 
fam ilie s and  ca re rs, when using Essex lib ra rie s. 

Alzhe im er’s Socie ty looked  a t wha t we’ve  done  to  im prove  our se rvice  to  pe ople  
a ffected  by dem en tia . This includes: 

• t ra in in g e m ploye e s  a n d  volu n te e rs 
• a  com m itm e n t  to  h e lp in g e m ploye e s  a n d  volu n te e rs  be com e  De m e n t ia  

Frie n ds 
• se t t in g u p  de m e n t ia  grou ps in  lib ra r ie s 
• m a kin g lin ks  in  com m u n it ie s  with  re le va n t  pa rtn e rs 

Councillor Louise  McKinlay, Essex County Council De puty Leade r and  Cabine t 
Mem ber for Com m unity, Equa lity, Pa rtne rsh ips and  Perform ance , sa id : “Essex 
Libra ry Service  is  im m ense ly proud to  achie ve  th is recognition  from  the  
Alzhe im er’s Socie ty. We have  been  working close ly with  them  to  m ake  our 
lib ra rie s Dem entia  Friendly and  have  deve loped  a  p lan  to  keep  im proving as we  
m ove  forward . 

“By m aking our lib ra rie s m ore  accessib le , we  can  he lp  pe ople  living with  
dem entia , a s we ll a s othe rs who m ay have  additiona l nee ds, to  rem ain  pa rt of 
the  com m unity, be  m ore  active  in  the  loca l a rea  and  live  be tte r, m ore  fu lfilled  
lives.” 

To find  ou t m ore  about Working Towards Becom ing Dem entia  Friendly 
Recognition , em ail de m entia .team @essex.gov.uk 

To lea rn  m ore  about the  dem en tia  support ava ilab le  in  Essex and  the  support 
p rovide d  by Alzhe im e r's  Socie ty p lease  click the  two links. 

 

LEGO® in  lib ra rie s  p ro je ct  la u n ch e s in  Esse x  

An exciting pro ject ha s launched  today 16th May 2023 in  Essex, giving ch ildre n  
the  chance  to  deve lop  the ir p roblem -solving, lite racy and  coding skills . 

The  pro ject, funded  by Essex County Council, is  b ringing LEGO® Educa tion  kits  
in to lib ra rie s in  priority Leve lling Up a reas across the  county. 

LEGO® Educa tion  SPIKEο  Essentia l kits  use  a  com bina tion  of re la tab le  LEGO® 
m inifigures and  b locks, a longside  Lenovo Chrom ebooks, to  cha llenge  young 
lea rners aged  6-11. 

mailto:dementia.team@essex.gov.uk
http://www.essex.gov.uk/dementia/recognising-the-signs-of-dementia
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/


As well a s encouraging ch ildren  to  deve lop  the ir p roblem -solving skills  using 
science , technology, e ngineering, a rts  and  m aths (STEAM) concepts, they will a lso 
ge t the  chance  to  lea rn  how to code . 

Free , bookable  LEGO® in  lib ra rie s sessions will launch  in  lib ra rie s in  Basildon , 
Canvey Island , Colche ste r, rura l Bra in tree , Harlow and  Tendring from  30 May. 
These  m ust be  booke d a t he re . 

LEGO® in  lib ra rie s is  join tly funded  by two of the  council’s program m es, Digita l 
Essex and  Multip ly in  Essex. Digita l Essex is  working to  overcom e the  causes of 
d igita l exclusion , which  include  access, a ffordability, and  adoption  of the  skills  
needed  to  use  d igita l technologies. 

Multip ly offe rs courses to  he lp  Essex reside nts im prove  the ir m a ths skills  a t work 
and  a t hom e. Free  Multip ly courses a re  ava ilab le  across every area  of Essex to  
he lp  pa ren ts and  ca re rs fee l be tte r ab le  to  support the ir ch ild  with  the ir 
schoolwork. There  a re  a lso courses ava ilab le  to  he lp  people  m anage  the ir 
pe rsona l finances and  increase  the ir confidence  using num bers  in  the  
workplace . 

Cllr Louise  McKin lay, Deputy Leader of Essex County Council, sa id : “LEGO® in  
lib ra rie s is  a  grea t new opportunity for ch ildren  in  Essex, not on ly to  de ve lop  
the ir English  and  m aths skills , bu t a lso the ir d igita l ICT skills . In  addition , it he lps 
them  to becom e fam ilia r a t a  young age  with  using d iffe re n t form s of 
technology, a ll while  having fun!” 

Find  ou t m ore  about LEGO® in  lib ra rie s visit the  we bsite  he re . 

 

100,000 st re e t ligh t s  re p la ce d  with  LEDs in  Esse x   

Essex Highways has insta lled  100,000 new LED stree tligh ts across the  coun ty. 

LED technology is  rep lacing olde r lam ps, with  m ost upgrades taking p lace  on  
residentia l roads. Th is is  pa rt of the  fina l phase  of the  stree t ligh ting upgrade  
project. This will see  o lde r bu lbs rep laced  with  LEDs across Essex, he lp ing save  
energy and  taxpayers m oney. 

Com pared  to  olde r bu lbs, upgraded  LED ligh ts save  a round 75% energy, m aking 
the  upgrades m ore  e fficien t. Plus, the  new ligh ts will la st up  to  20 yea rs without 
needing a  rep lacem ent, saving taxpayers’ m oney. 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/lego-in-libraries
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/lego-in-libraries


Councillor Lee  Scott, Essex County Council Cabine t Mem ber for Highways 
Main tenance  and  Susta inable  Transport , sa id : “The  stree tligh t upgrade  
program m e is a  sign ificant project and  the  progress m ade  so fa r in  bringing 
m ore  e fficien t and  environm e nta lly friendly ligh ting across Essex has been  
im pressive . 

"Despite  a  num ber of globa l issues a ffect the  supply of LEDs, the  team  have  
worked  ha rd  to  secure  stock and  continue  the  rollou t and  I am  confide nt every 
residentia l stree tligh t across Essex will benefit from  new, m ore  e fficien t ligh ting 
by ne xt yea r.” 

Major events includ ing the  pandem ic and  the  war in  Ukra ine  caused  a  globa l 
shortage  of com pone nts, de laying phase  four of the  upgrade  program m e. 
However, the  work is  on  track to  be  com ple ted  by March  2024. 

Find  ou t m ore  about the  LED replacem ent program m e in  Essex. 

Esse x High wa ys la u n ch e s 2023/24 re su rfa cin g p rogra m m e 

Resurfacing works on m any roads in  Essex a re  now in  fu ll swing as the  warm er 
and  drie r spring wea the r se ts in . 

Essex Highways has launched  its  2023/24 program m e to upgrade  the  condition  
of m any roads across the  county. This will repa ir som e  of the  dam age  caused  by 
the  cold  and  we t win te r conditions. 

Essex Highways' budge t for m a in ta in ing and  repa iring the  ca rriageway across 
Essex over the  ne xt yea r is  over £35 m illion . This does not include  the  £9 m illion  
additiona l investm ent announced  in  Februa ry, which  has now be en  a lloca ted  to  
the  following works: 

• £3.46 m illion  for  roa d  re su rfa cin g 
• £4 m illion  for  two m e m be r le d  footwa ys sch e m e s, wh e re  m e m be rs  will 

p r iorit ise  fu n d in g a cross  th e ir  d is t r ict s 
• £1.54 m illion  for  ca rr ia ge wa y pa tch in g 

An extra  £1.2 m illion  has a lso been  a lloca ted  to  Loca l Highway Pane ls for 
re surfacing. Additiona l crews have  a lso been  put in  p lace  to  support Essex 
Highways team s de live r m a in tenance  and  repa irs across Essex. 

Cllr Lee  Scott, Essex County Council Cab ine t Mem ber for Highways Main tenance  
and  Susta inable  Transport, sa id : "The  additiona l investm en t a lloca ted  to  fixing 

https://www.essexhighways.org/replacement-by-leds-programme


Essex’s roads is  a  clear com m itm ent from  Essex County Council to  ensuring 
dam age  caused  by the  win te r is  repa ired  a nd  roads a re  m ain ta ined . 

"It’s  exciting the  resurfacing program m e is now underway and  is  be ing 
supporte d  by add itiona l crews secured  to  he lp  with  the  volum e of work required  
to  repa ir roads the  wid th  and  bread th  of the  county and  increase  the  visib ility of 
the  se rvice  as these  repa irs a re  carried  out.” 

Essex Highways’ engineers inspect and  record  the  condition  of a ll roads on  the  
ne twork. This ensure s the  h ighest risk jobs a re  prioritised  for the  sa fe ty of the  
public. 

Th ere  a re  five  m a in  re su rfa cin g m et hods t ha t  a re  used across Essex: 

• Surface  dressing is  used  where  the  surface  is  in  reasonably good 
condition  but needs sea ling to  stop  wa te r dam age . A la rge  a rea  can  be  
covered  ve ry qu ickly and  once  com ple ted  it can  la st up  to  ten  ye a rs. 

• Micro  su r fa cin g is  a  m ore  durable  process which  p laces a  th in  layer of a  
com ple te ly new surface  on  the  road . It take s longer to  cover a  given  a rea  
than  surface  dressing but is  used  where  roads a re  busie r and  the  surface  
needs leve lling off. 

• Ma ch in e  re su r fa cin g involves rem oving the  existing surface , and  a  
com ple te ly new surface  is  la id . It is  a  slower process but is  ve ry e ffective  in  
p laces where  the  road  is  badly worn  and  is  required  to  take  heavy tra ffic. 

• Re cyclin g is  used  in  lim ited  a reas where  the  condition  of the  road  is  on ly 
sligh tly le ss than  desired , and  a  ve ry durable  new surface  can  be  la id . It is  
easie r to  re -use  existing m ate ria ls ra the r than  bring in  new stone  for th is 
m e thod. 

• Jo in t  a n d  cra ck  se a lin g is  necessa ry to  stop  wa te r dam age  to  the  
underlying surface . The  road  surface  type  will de te rm ine  wh ich  m ethod 
will be  use d . 

Find  ou t m ore  about re surfacing works and  where  the y will be  taking p lace . 

 

https://www.essexhighways.org/roads-and-pavements/renewing-surfaces

	There are five main resurfacing methods that are used across Essex:

